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Apply Now for the 2017 Nebraska Tourism Serves Program

Applications are due Tuesday, February 28, 2017.

How can Nebraska Tourism Serves benefit your tourism destination? Watch the following video to see how Nebraska Tourism
Serves 2016 impacted the Willa Cather Foundation.

2016 Tourism Serves Testimonial

About Nebraska Tourism Serves

Nebraska Tourism Serves is a volunteer-based service program created by the Nebraska Tourism Commission to bring volunteers
together to restore and improve Nebraska’s tourism destinations. Through completing service projects, Nebraska Tourism Serves
seeks to enhance the consumer tourism experience and increase awareness of Nebraska’s tourism destinations.

Nebraska Tourism Serves coordinates up to four service projects annually. All Nebraska tourism destinations are invited to apply to
be one of the service sites. The Nebraska Tourism Commission works with the selected service sites to ensure that both the
service site's leaders and all project volunteers have an exceptional experience and project goals are met.

*Nebraska Tourism Serves is not a grant program and does not provide funds to any chosen service site. What makes Nebraska
Tourism Serves valuable is the support given by the Nebraska Tourism staff and the project volunteers.* 

Nebraska Tourism Serves projects typically last one to two days. Nebraska Tourism staff work with the selected service sites to:

Gain volunteers by helping to target and market to local, state, and/or national organizations and groups, individuals with a
special interest in the mission of the service site, and other members of the Nebraska tourism industry.

Gain publicity opportunities by sending out a press release to local and state media organizations and seeking interview
opportunities.

Publicize the service project through Nebraska Tourism marketing channels in order to increase awareness of the destination.
For example, Nebraska Tourism staff can create videos that can be posted to the Visit Nebraska website and social media
channels.

Assist with planning the service project, including event logistics, coordinating volunteers, soliciting food or supply donations,
etc. Nebraska Tourism staff work with the service site's leaders to perform any tasks that help make the service project a
success.

Encourage collaboration among Nebraska tourism industry members. Encourage tourism industry members to build and/or
strengthen mutually beneficial relationships.

The responsibilities of the service site's leaders include organizing supplies for the service project and working with Nebraska
Tourism to attract local volunteers, publicize the event locally, and plan event logistics.

2016 Nebraska Tourism Serves Projects

Volunteers helped restore the historic Fort Robidoux Trading Post in Gering by making improvements to the exterior.
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Volunteers cleared old railroad ties along the Cowboy Trail near Chadron, preparing the 321 mile trail, which follows the old Chicago &
Northwestern rail route, for completion in the future. When completed, the Cowboy Trail will be the world's longest rails-to-trails bike
trail.

Volunteers landscaped and cleaned educational signs along the Shannon Trail, which offers tourists an interactive journey through
Lewis & Clark history. The trail runs through 16 communities in northeast Nebraska.

Volunteers helped restore the Nebraska State Historical Society's Pavelka Farmstead in Bladen, which provided the setting for a large
portion of Willa Cather’s most famous work, My Antonia. Tasks included cleaning and repairing the home’s interior and landscaping.

Other Community Development Programs

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program provides Nebraskans with safe, affordable and accessible housing and
infrastructure; quality jobs and investment through financing new and expanding businesses. Created under the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, the CDBG program merged seven categorical programs into a pool of community
development funds yearly distributed according to a formula weighing population and measures of distress (poverty, age of housing,
housing overcrowding, and growth lag).
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