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Even though Nebraska boasts two major urban metropolitan areas, it remains a true agricultural and rural state. Center-
pivot irrigation was invented in Nebraska, and this unique type of irrigation system provides the much-needed moisture 
to the state’s hundreds of thousands of acres of farmland, helping to make Nebraska the Breadbasket to the world. 
Nebraska’s agricultural roots run deep and on this itinerary, we’ll cross the state from Omaha to Kimball, visiting many of 
its agricultural businesses, attractions, and farm-to-table restaurants. 
 

DAY 1 
Omaha • Lincoln 

 
Omaha’s agricultural background is evident from the number of farm-to-table restaurants that are located throughout 
the city. Omaha is on the forefront of the fresh food movement where chefs use fresh locally produced ingredients for 
their culinary dishes. We’ll start our agricultural tour of Nebraska enjoying one of the city’s fine farm-to-table venues. 
Next, we head to north Omaha and the historic Florence Mill. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it began 
as the gristmill for Mormon Winter Quarters in 1846 built under the supervision of Brigham Young. Today, the mill and 
grain elevator are a cultural attraction housing a museum, art gallery and farmers market.  
 
Now it’s off to enjoy an exclusive behind-the-scenes look at the North American headquarters for CLAAS of America, a 
German combine manufacturer, where hundreds of LEXION combines are assembled each year in this state-of-the-art 
facility. As we near Lincoln, Nebraska’s capital city, we’ll stop off in Waverly at Lakehouse Farm for a farm-to-table dinner 
at Prairie Plate Restaurant where we’ll enjoy delicious dishes prepared using seasonal, locally grown ingredients. 
 

DAY 2 
Lincoln • Nebraska City 

 
We start today with a guided tour of the impressive Nebraska State Capitol. At 15 stories and 400 feet tall, it is the second-
tallest statehouse in the country and offers a spectacular view of the city from the observation. Afterward, we head to the 
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Larsen Tractor Test Museum, the only tractor testing museum and tractor test laboratory in the world. This unique 
museum displays more than 25 tractors highlighting the advancements in tractor testing technology, which established 
power and performance standards and solved agricultural problems worldwide. Before we depart the University of 
Nebraska’s East Campus, we make a stop at the UNL Dairy Store for a tour and tasty post-lunch ice cream treat. After 
lunch, we head to the International Quilt Study Center, which houses the world’s largest publicly held quilt collection. 
We’ll tour its high-tech storage facility and quilt exhibitions before going “behind the scenes” to view quilts that are 
hundreds of years old.  
 
Next we head south of Lincoln to Firth and Prairieland Dairy where we’ll tour a sustainable and environmentally friendly 
dairy farm. Afterward, we go to Nebraska City, the Home of Arbor Day and Arbor Day Farm and Arbor Lodge State 
Historical Park. We’ll spend time at this working farm orchard and forest where an experienced Nature Interpreter will 
guide us through this 260-acre National Historic Landmark, which concludes with a visit to the 50-foot-high Tree Adventure 
for an amazing view of the farm. While there, we’ll enjoy dinner at the Timber Dining Room, located in the impressive 
Lied Lodge & Conference Center, one of the best examples of environmental stewardship in building design and use.  
 

DAY 3 
Pawnee County • Beatrice • York County • Grand Island 

 
We start our third day in Pawnee City and Amish Country where we’ll learn more about the Amish way-of-life and shop 
for homemade Amish goods. Demonstrations and presentations are available upon request.  Next, we head to Beatrice at 
Homestead National Monument of America where we’ll step back to a time when the Homestead Act of 1862 enticed 
millions of people to move to the frontier and cultivate this often-harsh landscape. Explore the Homestead Heritage 
Center, hiking trails through virgin prairie grasses, and living history demonstrations. After lunch in Beatrice, we head 
south to Wymore and the Welsh Heritage Center to learn more about how these immigrants first settled in southeast 
Nebraska. We also can enjoy a traditional Welsh tea service. York is home to Wessels Living History Farm where we’ll gain 
experience first-hand how farm life and agriculture have changed from the 1920s to modern day farming techniques and 
technologies. Next stop is Henderson and the Mennonite Heritage Park, where costumed storytellers will enlighten us 
about the Henderson Mennonites, and tell us how this group is connected to the Amish and Old-Mennonites in 
Pennsylvania and how these Germans from Russia immigrated to Nebraska. For dinner, we dine at Tommy Gunz Bistro in 
Grand Island where we’ll enjoy hand-prepared entrees within a prohibition era speakeasy experience.   
 

DAY 4 
Grand Island • Hastings • Kearney • North Platte 

 
Grand Island is home to the Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer. Noted as one of the top ten living history museums in 
the country, the museum complex transports us back to the early pioneer and settlement days of Nebraska. The Fonner 
Rotunda houses one of the state’s finest collections of cowboy and Native American art and artifacts. Before departing 
Grand Island this morning, we’ll take in Raising Nebraska where we’ll explore this interactive 25,000 sq. ft. museum that 
connects consumers with farmers who raise their food by explaining the steps from “farm to fork.” Experience a virtual 
combine harvest experience, full-sized pivot irrigation system, grain bin video theater, a 50-foot-long interactive floor map 
of Nebraska, and an interactive dinner table.  
 
A short drive south of Grand Island will take us to Hastings and Prairie Loft where we’ll gain a deeper understanding of 
agriculture and how it connects people to the land and their food. For lunch, we’ll stop at Odyssey in downtown Hastings, 
a casual, modern restaurant serving comfort food with a unique twist. Our next stop definitely is a unique one. The 
Archway in Kearney is an impressive, three-story, interactive museum that commemorates the nation’s westward 
expansion. It also is the only tourist attraction in the country to span a federal interstate highway. This evening’s dinner 
will start with a tour of Feather River Vineyard followed by the expert chef preparing a delicious meal in front of us. A 
wine expert also will show us the fine art of pairing wines with food to enhance their flavors.  

http://visitnebraska.com/see_and_dos/wessels-living-history-farm
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DAY 5 
North Platte • Ogallala 

 
The first thing we do today is get a stunning bird’s eye, 360-degree view of Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard-the world’s 
largest railroad classification yard-from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden Spike Tower & Visitor Center. Historical and 
regional railroad memorabilia can be purchased in the gift shop. Afterward, we’ll head to Dusty Trails where we’ll watch 
demonstrations on how horses are trained. We’ll also get to interact and feed the horses and other animals there. Now 
it’s time to visit the home of Colonel William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody where he and his wife who will give us a guided tour of 
their home and the historic barn at Buffalo Bill State Historical Park.  
 
The transportation to our next destination is a little different. From Buffalo Bill’s residence, we’ll hop aboard a wagon that 
will take us from the park to the Lincoln County Historical Museum where we’ll enjoy a Dutch oven lunch followed by a 
guided tour of the facility. We’ll explore the recreated town and learn more about the story of the famous North Platte 
Canteen during World War II. One thing to watch out for on the ride to the museum though is masked robbers who have 
their eye on the money you’ll also be carrying with you on the wagon.  Now we’ll experience firsthand what it takes to run 
and operate a Nebraska working farm on the Miller Farm Agricultural Tour. Our dinner and lodging destination is Ogallala, 
the “town too tough for Texas” where we’ll enjoy a delicious western cowboy dinner at Front Street and Cowboy 
Museum. 
 

DAY 6 
Ogallala • Potter • Kimball 

 
Our first stop this morning is the Petrified Wood and Art Gallery, a natural history gallery specializing in ancient woods, 
fossils and Native American artifacts. Lake McConaughy Visitors Center and Water Interpretive Center. Perched on a 
bluff near Lake McConaughy, the state’s largest lake, the visitor center features interactive educational exhibits on the 
Platte River and High Plains Aquifer. We’ll return to Ogallala for lunch at Open Range Grill, a popular hamburger restaurant 
that prepares its burgers using locally raised, all natural, grass-fed beef. For a special sweet treat, we’ll make a short stop 
in Potter to enjoy a “tin roof” sundae at Potter Sundry, which features an old-fashioned soda fountain. Next we head to 
Kimball County and EJE Ranch where we’ll learn more about the region’s short grass prairie on this working ranch. We’ll 
have the chance to go out into the prairie to learn more about this fragile ecosystem up-close. Our final stop for the day 
truly is a unique one. We’ll visit a couple who converted a 1960 era Atlas E Missile Silo into their home. they’ll give us a 
tour of their approximately 29,500 square foot living space, located on 18 acres southwest of Kimball. Dinner tonight is a 
Windbreak Bar & Grill in Kimball. 
 

DAY 7 
Kimball • Gering 

 
This morning, we continue our agricultural tour of Nebraska by visiting Rocky Hollow Buffalo Company. Here we will visit 
a working ranch that raises grass fed bison. We’ll even be able to hand feed the bison hay biscuits, a unique experience 
you can’t get in many places. Lunch today will be a treat for your taste buds at Laura Lee’s Double L Country Store and 
Café. Fresh ingredients, mouthwatering pies, excellent daily specials and a small gift store make this hilltop spot a “must 
stop at.” Now we head north along the Fossil Freeway to Gering and a visit to Legacy of the Plains where we’ll learn about 
the lives and stories of the people who explored and settled the High Plains of Nebraska. 
 

 
For more information about this itinerary and other exciting group tour opportunities, contact Micheal Collins, Group Tour 
Manager, with the Nebraska Tourism Commission at micheal.collins@nebraska.com or 402-471-3795.  
 

http://www.visitnebraska.com/see_and_dos/7265
http://www.visitnebraska.com/see_and_dos/7271
http://www.visitnebraska.com/see_and_dos/7271
mailto:micheal.collins@nebraska.com
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Day 1 
Farm-to-Table Lunch in Omaha 
Florence Mill 
CLAAS of America 
Lakehouse Farm (Dinner) 
 
Day 2 
Breakfast in Lincoln 
Nebraska State Capitol 
Larsen Tractor Test Museum 
Lunch in Lincoln 
UNL Dairy Store 
International Quilt Study Center 
Prairieland Dairy 
Arbor Day Farm 
Arbor Lodge State Historical Park 
Lied Lodge & Conference Center 
 
Day 3 
Timber Dining Room (Breakfast) 
Amish Country 
Homestead National Monument of America 
Lunch in Beatrice 
Welsh Heritage Center 
Wessels Living History Farm 
Mennonite Heritage Park 
Tommy Gunz Bistro (Dinner) 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4 
Breakfast in Grand Island 
Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer 
Raising Nebraska 
Prairie Loft 
Odyssey (Lunch) 
The Archway 
Feather River Vineyard (Dinner) 
 
Day 5 
Golden Spike Tower & Visitor Center (Breakfast) 
Buffalo Bill State Historical Park 
Lincoln County Historical Museum (Lunch) 
Miller Farm Agricultural Tour 
Front Street and Cowboy Museum (Dinner) 
 
Day 6 
Breakfast in Ogallala 
Petrified Wood and Art Gallery 
Lake McConaughy Visitors Center and Water 
Interpretive Center 
Open Range Grill (Lunch) 
Pottery Sundry 
EJE Ranch 
1960 era Atlas E Missile Silo House 
Windbreak Bar & Grill (Dinner) 
 
Day 7 
Breakfast in Kimball 
Rocky Hollow Buffalo Company 
Laura Lee’s Double L Country Store and Café (Lunch) 
Legacy of the Plains 

 
 
 
 
 


