
NEBRASKA TOURISM CONFERENCE

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor Set-up
Ballroom Lobby

12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Registration
Ballroom Lobby

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
9:00a.m.-1:00p.m. Bed & Breakfast &

Unique Lodging
Room by Kahifl's Restaurant on 2nd Floor

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Nebraska Byways IVteeting
Amberly Room

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Nebraska Tourism Commission

Meeting
Monterey Room

4:00-5:00 p.m. NETA
Amberly Room

5:00-7:00 p.m. Drinks and Hors d'oeuvres
Riverfront Lawn
(if inclement weather - Terrace Ballroom)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
TUESDAY
OCTOBER

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Many (Vtoccasins Dance Troupe
Riverfront Lawn
(if inclement weather - Terrace Ballroom)

Many Moccasins is an ensemble of professional Native

American performers who utilize traditional Native American
Dance to entertain, educate and uplift audiences around the
world. They are known for their new and more contemporary

approach to Native American theater and have specialized in
Native entertainment for many years. Founded in 2001 and
based out of Winnebago, Nebraska, The Many Moccasins
Dance Troupe was originally created to give audiences
exposure to a wide range of Native American dance and

education.

Dinner on your own

To view speaker

biographies online,
scan the QR code.
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Here's to another great
year of learning and growth.
We hope your conference is a good one, and
above ali slse... have a good time.

Yep, we're doing
the hospitality

suite again.

Come say hi.

It Maly Marketing MalyMarketing.com

800-955-4528 ( BuffafoBillsAdventures.com
ViyU Nebraska. 7



RASKA TOURISM CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER

Business Logo Apparel Day

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Registration
Ballroom Lobby

8:45 a.m. Conference Welcome
Carlisle and Orion Room

9:00 a.m. Keynote: The Art of Btilonging -

What a Long Strange Trip It's Been

Shelley Brown
Carlisle and Orion Room

Sharing her powerful journey through relatable sto-
ries and teaching us all to be W.E.I.R.D. (Welcoming,

Engaging, Integrating, Risk-taking and Dynamic), you'll
find that you come to that magical place where your
authenticity becomes your superpower and the key to
belonging. Shelley's colorful, weird wit, her very own

pop art, powerful stories from her life and 25+ year
hospitality, travel and events career have popped into
hearts, tickled funny bones, and inspired audiences for

the past four years.

10:00- 10:30 a.m. Networking Break

10:30-11:30a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS

How to IViake Big Things Happen in Small Towns
julie Roller Weeks
Monterey Room

How to make big things happen in small towns. We've
heard it before: Do more with less. But HOW do we do
it? In this session, we will talk about tactics, challenges
and success stories from small towns or small budget
organizations.

Practical Steps to Leverage Weltness Travel
as it's Trending
Ann & Steve Teget

Amberly Room

Think you need an infinity pool, juice bar and a luxury spa
to attract wellness travelers? Think again. In this session,

you'll discover how Nebraska destinations can stay
at the forefront of one of the travel industry's leading
trends: Wellness travel. Learn what wellness travel is

and discover how you can attract wellness travelers

to your community or business. You'll gain valuable

insight on how to leverage resources and content you

already have to incorporate the wellness travel trend.

Take home low-cost, practical steps that will show

consumers how Nebraska travel can help them

maintain, enhance, or kick-start a healthy lifestyle and
a sense of well-being.

Travc?! & Media Trends for 2023:
How to Stay Relevant in the Current Landscape
Susie Dunlea
Terrace Ballroom

One thing is for sure: The demand for travel is back.

According to the U.S. Travel Association's June 2020
Travel Forecast, travel roared back in the spring and

summer of 2022, with domestic leisure travel
"surpassing pre-pandemic levels even when adjusted

for inflation." This will be a quick snapshot of how
media and editorial are changing, which directly
impacts the tactical ways we do PR in 2023 and beyond.
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11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. lunch
Carlisle and Orion Room

General Session: National Trends
John Ricks, Nebraska Tourism Commission
Zoe Olson, Hospitality Association

Join us for a discussion on national trends and what
tourism is doing locally in our own market. Plus, meet

the team now leading Nebraska Tourisms advertising
efforts.

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Small but Mighty: How Small Businesses Can
Maximize Their PR Exposure
Stephanie Plieness
Terrace Ballroom

Since the onset of the pandemic, destinations, and the
small businesses there have had to think outside the
box on ways to speak to travel writers and keep top of
mind. You will hear about small businesses that have

continued to thrive and show how thinking creatively is
essential to cut through the noise. Attendees will also
hear from the TURNER team on how small businesses
can make themselves "PRable" to media.

Motorcoach Tours - Be Ready for the Business
Brent Kalemkiarian
Amberty Room

As owner and operator of Fun Tours (Now Allied Tour &
Travel) for more than 25 years, Brent Kalemkiarian has
seen and experienced it ati in the group motorcoach
tour business. You'll gain plenty of that insight for your
own destination and operation in this session.

To view speaker

biographies online, ",'•

scan the QR code.

Grants & Funding Opportunities & Resources
Steve Charleston, Nebraska Department of Economic Development;
Erika Hamilton, Humanities Nebraska;
Elizabeth Chase, Nebraska Mainstreet Network
Monterey Room

Join us for a discussion on the why, how and what for

brick-and-mortar tourism projects that may be assjst-

ed with Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds. CDBG Program funds provide a means to finan-

cially assist economic development of tounsm-focused

projects. The purpose of the Tourism Development
Opportunity is to provide investments in tourist attraction
facilities and benefit the regional and local economy.
We'll review projects from 1997 to the present, including
theater, museums, historical preservation, cultural sites,

recreational facilities and educational centers.

2:30 - 3:00 p.m. Networking Break

3:00-4:00 p.m. GENERAL SESSION

Arrivalist
Cree lawson
Carlisle and Orion Room

Get ready for a seasoned, data-driven business and

travel perspective to better help you understand human
movement into Nebraska, including source markets.

Cree Lawson has started six companies, including one
of INC Magazine's 500 Fastest Growing companies and
currently serves as CEO of Arrivatist, which started 10
years ago. Cree's past distinctions include nationally

recognized business reporter, investigative journalist,

donut shop cleaner, cross country runner, Academic

All-American, pet shop attendant, music critic for

Billboard Magazine and editor of his college newspaper.

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Taste of Dakota County
Event Center (Across from Riverfront Marriott Hotel)

See what Dakota County has to offer you. Have a taste

with food trucks, vendors, entertainment, and more.

Dinner on your own

Visit Nebraska



NEBRASKA TOURISM CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
THURSDAY
OCTOBER

8:00 a.m. - Noon Registration
Ballroom Lobby

8:30-9:30 a.m. GENERAL SESSION

Networking with the Commissioners
Nebraska Tourism Commissioners
Carlisle and Orion Room

Start off your morning with a cup of coffee and breakfast
with your district commissioner. Hero's an opportunity

for some great conversation. Catch up on everything

from the past year and discuss your region and the
best ways to promote your unique destinations. Learn

of any new developments and updates in the travel

industry.

9:30-10:30 a.m. KEYNOTE SESSION

Curb free with Cory Lee
Gary Lee
Carlisle and Orion Room

After being diagnosed with spinal muscular atrophy at
the age of two, Cory Lee's thirst for adventure never

ceased. He has traveled across all seven continents in

his powered wheelchair while managing to run his travel
blog, CurbFreeWithCoryLee.com, where he shares his

accessible — and sometimes not so accessible — travel

adventures with others. He is a four-time Webby Award

winner, has won two Lowell Thomas Awards for Best

Travel Blog, and he has written for publications such as
Cond6 Nast Traveler, National Geographic, and Lonely
Planet. As always, his goal is to inspire other wheel-

chair users to roll out of their comfort zones and see all

of the beauty our world has to offer.

10:30 - 11:00 a.m. Networking Break

11:00 a.m. - Noon BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Amvalist
Cree Lawson
Monterey Room

Cree will take you on a deeper dive with this data-driven
business and travel perspective. This interactive session

and Q&A will better help you understand human
movement into Nebraska, including source markets.

The Rise of TikTof< Influencers
Hayden Pigott
Terrace Ballroom

Hayden Pigott creates strategies for tourism and
hospitality clients' organic and paid campaigns on
the app, as well as Instagram Reels and YouTube
Shorts. With almost 50K followers across two personal

accounts, TikTok is where Hayden spends virtually all
of her time. When she isn't thinking about how DMOs
can create viral TikTok's, she is searching Charlotte

for the best tacos, traveling to Austin to watch her

Longhorns play or reading the latest mystery novel.

Diversity Equality and Inclusion
Calvin Williams, Freedom Festival;
Cory Lee, Where There's a Wheel, There's a Way;

Marcos Eduardo [VIora Barrientos, CincodeMayo;
Amberly Room

In reality, diversity in travel, especially in Nebraska, is a
challenge, but it matters. Are our attractions designed

to embrace a variety of visitors? Is it welcoming? Listen
in on a panel discussion regarding diversity of all kinds;
people of color, LGBTQ+, women, culture and physically
challenged individuals. Hear these perspectives as
Nebraska destinations take on a greater commitment to
diversity and inclusion.

12:15-2:15 p.m. Luncheon & 2022 Tourism
Industry Awards Presentation
Carlisle and Orion Room

This event is dedicated to celebrating the best and
the brightest in the Nebraska Tourism industry!

Nebraska Tourism will recognize outstanding individuals,
attractions, marketing campaigns and events. Governor

Ricketts will join us in presenting the awards. Enjoy
the awards show while you dine with your friends

in tourism.
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